THE TEMPLES OF CHATAPL'R           225
art or even in worship. All the emotional and
popular elements of Hinduism centre round the
figures of Vishnu and Siva.
Vishnu is one of the oldest gods of India. As the
sun-god, he already had a place in the Vedic pan-
theon. His celestial attributes are indicated by the
dark-blue colour of all his effigies ; dark blue is
likewise the colour of his two most famous incar-
nations, Krishna and Rama. He is the preserving
force that holds the universe together. Tradition-
ally he is represented lying on a serpent, the symbol
of Eternity ; he is in a blissful state of suspended
activity, asleep, dreaming the universe prisoned in
his mind. At the beginning of each cycle of
creation he awakes and, incarnated in a new avatar,
descends into the world of men to be their saviour.
I was told that we are in the last but one of these
creative cycles and that Vishnu will come down on
earth but once again.
As a matter of fact, a quite considerable number of
Hindus, several millions it is alleged, are convinced
that the god is actually in our midst, incarnate in
Mahatma Gandhi. Of the ten principal avatars of
Vishnu two are supremely honoured and beloved.
One of these incarnations is Krishna, a national
hero raised to the rank of demigod. A tender-
hearted, sensual and marvellously handsome youth
of noble rank, Krishna was constrained, for political
reasons, to spend a portion of his adolescence hi
pastoral surroundings, in the congenial company of
pretty shepherdesses ; the rest of his days he passed
heroically in conquest, and as a raja famous for his
wisdom. The other avatar is Rama, no demigod
but an authentically human hero, a paragon of
chivalry and devotion to duty. Like Krishna he
had a troubled youth, and on his return from exile